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'Tis the Leafy Season!  
  
Letting leaves remain on your yard blocks air and sunlight from reaching the grass. But before you grab 
that rake to gather up the leaves, here are some friendly reminders of what is - and what is not - yard 
waste. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prepping Yard Waste - 4 Easy Steps 

 
 Place yard waste in biodegradable paper bags or rigid containers clearly marked "Yard Waste." Please 
do not  use plastic bags, rake leaves to the curb or burn leaves. Burning leaves pollutes our air and leaves 

raked to the curb can clog storm sewers and cause flooding on streets when it rains. 
 

 Cut branches to less than four feet long and less than four inches in diameter, and tie the branches into 
bundles no wider than two feet with string or twine. 

 
 Watch the weight - no single bag, container or bundle can weigh more than 50 pounds. 

 
 Place bags or containers at the street curb, at least three feet away from other containers, mailboxes 

and/or cars. 
 

Yard waste bags are available at most hardware and grocery retailers. 
 

Don't want the hassle of raking? There's another way! 
Simply mulch leaves with your mower. Microbes and worms help break down leaf material, adding im-

portant organic matter and nutrients to your lawn. In fact, returning lawn clippings and leaf material to your 
lawn can reduce the need to fertilize by up to 30 percent! Fall is a good time to fertilize because roots are 

still growing and decomposing leaves and grass cover the bare soil where weeds can germinate, providing 
weed control. Mulched leaves will decompose and disappear by spring, and your lawn will green up nicely.  

  
For more information on what to do with yard waste, check out the RecyColumbus yard waste page.  

Or call Rumpke at 1-800-828-8171 if you have questions about what materials are acceptable. 
 

What is NOT Yard Waste? 

 

 Rocks 

 Dirt 

 Sod 

 Plastic bags 

 Plastic pots 

 Food waste 

 Concrete or gravel 

 Pumpkins 
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Neighborhood Notes is a publication of the Far East Neighborhood Pride Center 
2500 Park Crescent, Columbus OH 43232 / Phone: 614-724-0100 Fax: 614-724-0111 

 
You are receiving this email because you have requested to be on our list of email recipients. If you have news items that would be of interest to 

people living or working on the Far East side of Columbus, please email them to HrFriedman@columbus.gov. If you would like to be  
removed from our email list, please respond with the word “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. Thank you!  

Maryhaven Collaborative Outreach Team Phone: (614) 449‐1530 
Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday, 7am to 4 pm 

http://intranet/Branding/NeighborhoodPride/Preferred/COC_NeighborhoodPride_RGB_Solid.jpg

